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century, when the duchy of Gascony was incorporated with
that of Aquitaine. East of Gascony the counts of Toulouse
compensated themselves for their failure in Aquitaine by
extending south and acquiring the march of Gothia—formerly
Septimania, the last of the Visigothic possessions in Gaul—
which brought them to the Mediterranean.1 Finally, beyond
the Pyrenees, lay the Spanish March, now dominated by the
counts of Barcelona, who recognised French suzerainty to the
extent of obtaining charters from the French king and
requiring his aid against the Moors; as part of Catalonia,
however, this district was associated rather with Spanish
history than with French.
The South, then, was practically left to work out its own The northern
salvation both under the later Carolingian and under the early kfn Jiom e
Capetian kings. The history of the kingdom proper is almost Brittany,
entirely concerned with the northern half. Here the creation Normandy,
of great marches, designed for the defence of the kingdom,
had reduced the king not merely to impotence but even to
dependence on his leading subjects. The duchy of Brittany
in the north-west was peculiar in that it was inhabited by a
people of strange speech and in French eyes semi-barbarous ;
through all this period Jt was as much aloof as Gascony in
the south-west. East of Brittany came Normandy, also
united by racial ties, but more truly part of the kingdom.
The north-east was occupied by the march of Flanders, whose
counts were easily able to ignore the claims of their royal
suzerain ; their importance increased with the growing wealth
of their subjects owing to the revival of the woollen industry
in the eleventh century ; and they added to their possessions
by acquiring territory which made them vassals of the king of
Germany, though in no way subject to his authority. Another
march had been formed in the south-eastern portion of this
northern half of the kingdom, where by successive acquisitions
the count of Autun, Richard known as the Justiciar, had
become master of the whole of French Burgundy a with the
title of duke. On his death in 921 the duchy of Burgundy
passed intact to his son Raoul.
1 The county of Toulouse and the march of Gothia together came to be
known as Languedoc.
3 This must be carefully distinguished from (a) the kingdom of Burgundy,
soon to be attached to the German Crown, and (b) the county of Burgundy
(later Franche-Comte"), which was part of the kingdom of Burgundy.

